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leader of the House of Commons or only as leader of
the Opposition.   "While he was leader  of the House
that campaign of obstruction began which led to some
of the most exciting and painful scenes that have oc-
curred in   Parliament   during   my   recollection.     Sir
Stafford never lost his head or his temper, never, that I
can remember, ascribed an unworthy motive to his oppo-
nents or endeavoured to hold them up to the ignoble
hatred   of   unreflecting   and   inconsiderate   outsiders.
Some of his own followers, indeed, ascribed to him a
want of strength in dealing with the troubles of the
time ; but the truth was that those troubles had a deeper
root than the hard words of any Minister could have
got at.   It used to be commonly said at the time that
Sir Stafford Northcote was not strong enough for the
place; but the House had stronger leaders in his time,
who found, as well as he had found, that the difficulties
with the Irish Party were not to be removed by any
autocratic action on the part of a Minister or a majority.
I may say, for myself, that during many years it was
my good fortune to meet Sir Stafford Northcote very
often, outside as well as inside the House of Commons;
and I never found that political antagonism made the
slightest difference in our personal relations.   It was
part of the man's  genial nature to give willingly to
other men the credit of having purposes as sincere and
honourable as his own, and he was ready to meet on
terms of cordial friendship men whom he hardly ever
saw in the same division lobby with himself.    He was a
charming talker, and he had that rare gift of sympathy
which enables a man to enter into and appreciate the
tastes and the feelings of other men.   He was fond of
reading, and had a genuine love for literature.    He had
a better understanding of art than many a man has who
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